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MISS JANE F. SMITH, acting chief, Social and Economic Branch,
Office of Civil Archives, General Services Administration,
National Archives and Records Service, Washington, D.C., for
her help in reference to the microfilm available at Michigan
State University.

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY for the use of the microfilm of the
Superintendency of Indian Affairs in Michigan 1814-1851.

DR. PHILIP P, MASON for his guidance and encouragement in the
preparation of the material. Dr. Mason is with the History
Department, Wayne State University, Detroit.

MISS GENEVA KEBLER, research archivist, Michigan Historical
Commission Archives, for her guidance and aid in locating the
records and the reading of the manuscripts.

MISS ESTHER LOUGHLIN, in charge, Michigan Section, Michigan
State Library, for her help in obtaining many records in
connection with the manuscript and especially for locating the
diary of Peter Dougherty.

ROBERT K. CLARK, administrative assistant, Lands Division of
the Michigan Department of Conservation, Lansing, for his
help in the reading of the records.

THE INFORMATION & EDUCATION SECTION OF THE MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT
OF CONSERVATION for their kind indulgence during my year as
President of the
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THE UNITED STATES INDIAN AGENCY IN MICHIGAN 18141851
Its Employees, with special emphasis on Walter Drake, Grand Traverse Area
The Annual Report of the HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF GREATER LANSING, May 20, 1964

By President, Helen Wallin

I welcome vou to this, our celebration of Michigan Week and the annual
seeting of the HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF GREATER LANSING, in the friemdly greet~
ing of the Indian Chiefs to the White wen used in the Territorial days of
the state-«I SHAKE HANDS WITH YOU IN MY HEART.l

The subject is the organization of the Superintendency of the Indien
Agency in Michigan 1814-1851 in general and the story of a United States
FarmeresWalter Drakeeeappointed April 8, 1844, as imstructor to the Indians
in the art of agriculture to the Ottawa Indians of the Crand Traverse Area.

These records were read, primarily from microfilms of the criginal
letters, records and reports of the persons employed by the Michigan Indiam
Agency and are on file in the Natiomal Archives in Washingtonm, with micro=
film copies at Michigan State University in East Lamsing, Michigen. There
are 71 volumes of film involved. They were written by hand-esome faded,
words lost in the folds, pages missing, showing signs of be;ng raine=scaked
=eall giving evidence of the hardships endured by the messengers who carried
them from the Territorial outposts to the main agency at Detroit. Eventually
they were sent to the War Department in Washington where they have been
kept as a permament record.

Letters and reports were to and from Lewis Cass, Hemry Schooleraft,
and Robert Stuart amd other superintendents of the agency as well as all

the employees of the superintendency, and to and from the War Depsrtment

in Washington.



American settlement of Michigan began with the arrival of the terri-
torial officials headed by General William Hull, who was appointed Terri-
torial Governor and arrived in Detroit shortly after the fire of 1805 which
completely destroyed the City. The War of 1812 brought further disaster
spon the City and it was surrendered August 16, 1812 to the British.

Lewis Cass who headed the Ohio Militia which was sent to the port of
Petroit in June of 1812, conducted the war through defeat and ultimate
victory and his service was recognized by his appointment as Governor of
the Territory October 29, 1813.2

The situation required a government agent with a great deal of patience
and tact and one who thoroughly understood the Indian character and who
should have 2 genuine and sympathetic interest. Lewis Cass possessed these
gualifications in a marked degree, and in his capacity as Indian Agent as
well as Territorial Govermor, he rendered exceptional service to the state
in negotiating the treaties with the Indians to make the settlement of the
state possible.

EXTENT OF AREA UNDER GOVERNOR CASS

In describing Michigan at this time, Governor Cass said:3 "Our popula=-
tion extends from the Mouth of the Maumee to Fort Gratiot a distance of 150
miles and this population is not yet 8,000. Our friends are at a distance
a#nd our enemies near. The country is severed by swamps and lakes from the
inhabited part of the Union to which it must look for aid. A morass known
5y the name of the black swamp is unequalled in any part of the republick
in degree and extent, and through which is the only approach by land.

"Our remote military positions at Michilimackinac, CGreen Bay, Chicago
and Prairie du Chien are highly importamt. They guard the principal avenues

of commerce to the interior of our western World . . . they are insulated




points in the heart of the country."4

The only way to get to these outposts was by boat and these remote
frontiers were cut off six months or more of the year when winter made
savigation impossible.

"During the whole period of the war & for more than two years succeeding
its termination, the Territory of Michiganm was in a state of absolute exhaus=-
tion. The events were at first so disastrous, and the contest for the
possession of the Country was so long and severe, that its resources were
soon destroyed. 1Its reduced population, totally inadequate to the produc-
tion of their own supplies, were dispirited and their exertions paralized
By the insecurity of the situation & by the atrocious scenes, of which they
were the daily witnesses. Under these circumstances, it can excite no surprize
to learn, that every article of life was dearer than in any section of the
Pnited States. The most extravagant (prices) were asked & given.“5

In speaking of the Indian population, Governor Cass said, "From the
Arlantick the immense tide of our population has rolled steadily and irresis-
tibly to the west, sweeping before it the feeble remains of a wretched people.
Iz every position where reservations have enabled them to resist the pressure
gpon them, their population has decreased or disappeared, their moral and
physical condition has become worse, and those distinctive traits which
bad given energy and respect to the savage character, have beenm blotted from
their escutcheons . . . the law of nature upon the subject is invariable
and irresistible."®

Reporting on Detroit for the years 1814, 1815, and 1816, Cass said
the Detroit was Indian Headquarters and that "all the eyes of the Indians
gorth of the Chio and East of the Mississippl were fixed upon it. Al who

gould come--men, women and children, remained as near there as the circum-

(7]



stances and times permitted."?

He estimated the average daily number of Indians in the City did not
£211 short of 400. The principle men must be invited to his table-=-an
attention they had always received from the Lritish authorities as well as
sur own and the expense was almost more than he could bear. His family had
Been driven from one extremity of the house to the other by them.®

Money for public expenditure of the Department was procured by him from
the interior of the country (probably Chilicothe, Ohio., as alland office was
losacted there at the time).It was brought through dangerous and exposed
frontier--more than $200,000 was expended by him im the three year period
of which he was writing and he was greatly concerned of his possible ruin
Secause there was no insurance against loss of these large amounts of money.g

The Indians were aware that the United States would be in possession
#f their country at no distant future and saw that the White settlements were
fast gaining upon them. They began to feel the necessity of making permanent
provisions for themselves and childrem and reservations were becoming desirable
o them. Governor Cass hoped this would constitute a corner stone to their
&-rovement.lo

With the opening up of the Territory, the government was faced with the
groblem of extinguishing the Indian titles to the land, and military
protection for settlers, so that ome of the first duties of Govermor Cass
was to begin the surveys cf the state, starting with Detroit. There had been
# land office established in 1804 and another in 1818 under Cass. By 1821,
moretthan 2% million acres hadbbeen surveyed and by 1836, land offices had

Bpeen established in Monroz (1823), White Pigeon (1831), Kalamazoo (1834) and

Flint and Ionia (1836)..ll



Ireaties held in connection with the buying of: the lands from the Indians
were held by Cass and other govermmental officials. These records contained
Setters regarding the preparation for them which took many months. Instruce
tioms came from the War Department; invitations were sent to the Chiefs in-
wuived, presents, gifts and payments were ordered and the place of delivery
#stablished, Rations for food were obtained and delivery plamned. The place
of the treaty agreed upon and eventually Government officials and Indians
groceeded to the treaty grounds. An example of the cost of a treaty is shown
¥y the cost of the Treaty of Chicago which was $20,000.00.

MENUITIES

Annuities were the outcome of these treaties and were paid at specified
#lsces throughout the state, usually in September. These were paid in silver
F‘ #8 the payments were distributed per capita and it was simpler for the Chiefs
#io received the whole amount, to make the distribution to their people.
SXNSUS

Prior to the annuity payment a census was taken of all Indians present
#s the total numwber was used as the divisor.

Gifts and presents were reserved only for the Chiefs and Indians who had
performed some unusual service for the governmment. Salt was alsoc used as
mouity payment along with goods such as blankets, guns, pots and pans,
settles, yard goods, bridles and other items useful to them.

LOCATION OF AGENCIES

Agencies, at the height of the administration of the Michigan Superinten-
#sncy, were located at Detroit, Piqua, Ohio: Green Bay, Wisconsin; Chicago,
Illinois; Sault Ste. Marie; Upper Sandusky, Saginaw and Mackinac Island.
Soundaries were definitely defined and agents were responsible for their

awm area.




MEENTS PREVIOUS TO CASS ADMINISTRATION

Speaking of the duties of the interpreters and agents, Cass said, "It
s at best a slavish and laborious life, surrounded by drunken and naked
s bungry Indians, the execution of their duties is always attended with
Jabour and difficulty and frequently with danger."12
The men already employed as agents and interpreters before Governor

13

14
was appointed, were John Johnson, at Piqua; Whitemore Knaggs,

wppointed in 1809, as sub agent and interpreter to the Ottawas and Chippewas

3 sub agent assigned to the Potawato=

af the Saginaw area, and Gabriel Godf.’:.-oy,,“L
mies.

After Cass was appointed he immediately hired Charles Larned as his
slerk, interpreter from French to English as well as keeper of accounts, to
superintend issue of presents, to council chiefs and warriors and issue
gmewisions and carry on corrnspondence.lﬁ

Robert Forsyth was appointed sub agent for Detroit amnd was to aid in
#he various duties incident to official interviews with the Indians.l?

John Kinzie, a veteran of the War of 1812, and who could speak Potawa=-
‘mmmie and understand Ottawa and Chippewa was appointed to St. Josephs and
Shicago and B. F. Stickney was appointed to Sanduaky.m

In speaking of these men, Cass said, "Only their knowledge of the Indians
and the Indian languages would render them competent to conduct advantageously
wwery branch of the trade . . . These are the kind of men through whom all
#he business of the treaties are conducted and it is their influence and
Esowledge of the Indian character which has insured success to any treaty
Meretofore held with the Indians of the North Hest."lg

In all there were 22 interpreters, messengers and surveyors by June 11,

e second year of his administration. He also employed am armourer to repair



arms of the Indians and the immense number of public arms "lying injured
sseless.” He employed messengers to send to the different parts of the
&s needed.
Eventually gunsmiths and blacksmiths were employed at the various
s to mend guns and household articles and fishing and hunting gear
the Indians. Carpenters were employed to help them build houses and
furniture and farmers to teach them the art of agriculture.
All employees were paid quarterly and duties were listed at great
for each branch of the service. The reason for dismissal was included
vas: '"any person in the Department deficient in zeal, courtesy or
ity." Governor Cass figured that two-thirds of his time as Territorial
was consumed in work as Superintendent of the Michigan Indian

Ome of the duties of the agents and sub agents was to grant licenses
traders and they were respansible for their behavior among the Indians.
S

The first missionaries in Michigan were the Catholics in the 1600's
these records of the 1800's, in addition to Catholic missions, records
work of the protestant missions. They requested and were granted permis-
to send missionaries and teachers amoné the Indians. Presbyterian,
tionalist, Quaker and Moraviam reports are among them, as well as
Catholic reports, many written in French.
It was interesting to note that in one report from an agency employee,
M. Johnson, he considered "the merchants and missionaries were pretty

alike, "2

one bartering for trade and the other for souls.
The Indians were consulted as to preference of denomination and a

in portion of their annuities were set aside for missions and schools.




BESCURCES DWINDLING

Ia speeking of the resources in his report for 1821, Governor Cass

that, "game was sbundant and even until within a few years immense

of Buffaloes had traversed the whole country west of the Allegahny

, but that nmrz"l the animals whose flesh was used for food and

fur was valuable for market were now sparingly scattered through
mmcultivated country.

"™menting had almost ceased to be an amusement and had become a laborious
ion. Days were spent by the hunter without znything to repay his

. And yet with a fatuity and improvidence difficult to be believed
ispossible to be accounted for, they (the Indians) made little provision
# time of abundance for a time of scarcity. No vegetable food was raised
the whole coast of Lake Superior to the heads of the Mississippi thence
e Falls of St. Anthony and even in more favourable districts, where corm
planted the quantity was so small and the cultivation so bad, that the
was of little importance . . . that a scanty and precarious supply
fernished by the chase, and by fishing, and when these failed, as they
éid, the Indians resorted to roots and bark."23

"An application of a small portion of the natiomal resources to the

of these wretched pecple is equally in consonance with the

of policy and humanity," was requested by Governor Cass.26

*The reputation of our Country too is embarked with the question. Our
course is observed with the most jealous scrutiny and happy is he who
detect a fault in the administration of our government. Fortunate will it
$or ourselves and for the result of the great experiment, which is

tted to our charge, if in the splendid career, which is open before us,

#o mot sacrifice important and permanent interests to local and monetary



raion., If we do mot weigh temporary expendients against high and

{ feelings and national character."z7

SCSDOLCEAFT REPLACES LEWIS CASS

Sewis cass resigned as Superintendent of Michigan Indian Affairs in 1831
| amswpt appointment as Secretary of War. He was replaced by Hemry Schoole

, #ho was agent at Sault Ste. Marie, since 1822. Schooleraft immediately
2 Mackinac Island and the Sault Agency was taken over by another agent.
am or portion of the work was then carried on at the Mackinac Island

28
with winter quarters at Detroit.

Sehooleraft inherited a splendid organization and with his great interest
e tribes, their language, folk lore, and customs, he wrote about them
gomat length. His reports are the most interesting and informative of the
eollection.

Pwex though the reports covered all the agencies in Michigan, for the

of this talk, we are limiting it to the Grand Traverse Area, which

B¢ taken as an example of the work done for the Indians at this time.
TRAVERSE BAY

@rand Traverse Bay came under the jurisdiction of the Mackinac Island

. Speaking of the Indians of the area, Schooleraft said, ''These

the Ottawas--were more adx‘wanced in agriculture than any of the
tribes. They cultivated corn, beans, pumpkins, to some extent had
fields and lived generally in comfortable log houses. They made

able maple sugar which with a limited corm crop, sold in the Mackinac
. . . They had neglected the chase for which the country indeed at
time afforded but little inducemnt."zg

e Chippewas cultivated corn and potatoes to a limited extent, but

most of their time in quest of food in the chase or in fishing,




wrored sugar from the rock maple. The tribe exhibited no general
or advance in civilization, were warlike, indolent, and impover-
e few exceptions, living in mat or bark lodges, which they

in their migration .30

AND POPULATION OF THE TRIBES

"Seth tribes occupied large portions of the margins of Lakes Huron
Wshigan vhich was opening to settlement and commerce was extending it~
taso the region and causes are in active operation, which in a few
#ill render it impossible for these tribes to maintain their positions
the limits of the peninsula.

"™e benefits of their annuities are fully apprecisted by them . . .
wtll emable them to get through their several seasons with less suffering
ey would otherwise encounter. Their reservations will expire in 18;&1,
pears from the time of this report, after which they possess no further
t» the land. Insobriety prevails among them generally and is a bar
) #e right use of their annuities and to any hope of their permanent advance
u:v‘duation."sz
Schoolcraft listed his employees at this time and the number was quite
to GCovernor Cass' list. However, boatmen were added and two physi-
#d 2 keeper of an Indian Dormitory at Mackinac Island.33
i3 reports were in great detail and he indicated he had enclosed maps,
locations of the bands, their numbers and course and distance from
t, sites of the agencies, schools and farming establishments and
s, the estimated areas of recent purchases from the Ottawas and
s and the census. However, they were not to be found inm this
group.

Schooleraft felt the removal of the tribes to the West was in his words,

10




"2 part of wisdom in the Indians and justice in the government."

Mamy tribes from the Detroit area had already been removed West to protect
Sew from the evils of the White men and civilization.M

MDCETLIMACKINAC OR MACKINAC ISLAND, MECCA FOR WRITERS

Schoolcraft, a writer himself, has left some of the fimest records we
of the Michigan Superintendency of the Indian Affairs. Writers and

of the times gravitated to the Island and were entertained thete by
e Schoolcrafts. In a book, Historic Mackinac, by Edward O. Wood, L.L.D.,

, we find listed some of the writers of that early period.35

tme of the first mentioned was Elizabeth Therese Baird whose story of
serly days on the Island 1814-21, are preserved in the Wisconsin Histori-
b:loctions.aﬁ Her father worked for the American Fur Company and her
was daughter of Chief Kewinaquot, an Ottawa Chief.

Thomas L. McKenney's "Sketches of the Tour of the Lakes", 1826, were

on the expeditioms and tours he made with Governor Cass to meke

8 with the Indians. 3?

Beverend Calvin Colton, of Longmeadow, Massachusetts, wrote "Tour of
Merican Lakes,” and Dr. Gilman's "Life on the Lakes" was writtem in 1835.
Barriett Martineaux of Norwich, England, wrote "Society in America,"

it was published in Paris in 1837. Mrs. Jameson of Toronto Canada,
"Studies and Summer Rambles," in 1837 and a second edition in 1852, was
"Sketches in Canada and Rambles Among the Red Men."

Sowernor Cass and his daughter visited the Island in 1837 and encouraged
stedy and preservation of the Indian records and requested his agents
mport on every phase of their existance and requested artifacts be

to him. They in turn were sent on to Washington.

Margaret Fuller, a teecher from Boston and Providence, visited the

11




Ssland in 1843. She was an intimate frient of Emerson, Hawthorne and Chan=
ming and was literary critic for Horace Greeley, editor of the New York
Bibene .

In 1843, Rev. John H. Pietzel, Methodist missionary wrote of the Island.
Speaia R. G, A. Levince of London wrote "Echoes from the Backwoods or
Sesmes of Trans Atlantic Life" in 1845,

Artist Paul Kane published his recollections of annuity payments held
wm the Island in 1858. Bayard Taylor in 1860, wrote "At Home and Abroad".

Comstance Fenimore Cooper, niece of James Fenimore Cooper, was =vthor
@ "San, the Story of the Indian Agency on Mackinac Island", and was a
wetser for Putnam magazine and in the eummer of 1870, wrote of the fire
destroyed the agency in December.of
Schoolcraft reporting inm 1838, said there were "4,872 Ottawas and
in the Upper Lakes and for the Gramnd Traverse Bay there were 476
« A limited number of both tribes could read and write and professed
ty. The ceremonies of the Meta or Medicine dance was confined to
Berthwest bands. He reported the labor done for the Indians and that
and agricultural implements had been distributed among them and
the work of the farmer and carpenters and blacksmiths and mis-
es. Twenty-six traders were licensed at seven trading posts in the
3%

Be felt that the "trips to the summer agencies of a foreign government |
salculated to foster sentiments of hostility to the American Covernment
that they returned to their villages much poorer than when they sat out.“37
8e reported the amount of agricultural products raised and the amount

sk barrelled, amount and description of furs and peltries taken; number

12



#f dirths, deaths, casualties by death, public crime, longevity and average
pexiod of life and that the tribes showed a general improvement in their dress
e memners and that they had abandoned the war and begging dance and had given
%p e Indian drum and rattle.38

H FURST PROTESTANT MISSION ESTASLISHED IN GRAND TRAVERSE REGION

From the book written by Ruth Craker in 1835, "First Protestant Mission

% tablished in Grand Traverse Region," we find that two missionaries, Revere

s Peter Dougherty and Reverend John Fleming, of the Presbyterian faith, set
wme for Crand Traverse Bay to organize a mission. They had spent the winter
WE L8538, on Mackinac Island and in the spring of 1839, set out for 0ld
Mlssiom Feninsula by canoe. They arrived at the little Cove of Mission
MaSer om Old Mission Peninsula.

4 willage of bark wigwams peeped out at them from the narrow bresk in
e tRick forest and they found only one Indian at home. The others being
MEmmes the bay. A smoke signal soon brought a cance full of them back to
e enat was wanted.
After talking with them, Dougherty and Fleming had to wait for their
, Aish-qua-gwan=-aba to arrive, for his permission to establish a mission.
8 arrived the Indians decided the mission should be established at
Sapids on Elk River. They were friendly to the missionaries and accompan=-
P Shem across the Bay about the 20th of May 1839.
Sey started cutting logs for their house and school and had brought
e windows with them from Mackinac and purchasing cedar bark from
Sxfisms for the roof, soon had their house started.
Before it was completely finished, a messenger brought word from Mackinac

#rs. Fleming had died and Reveuénd Fleming left immediately, never to

13




seturn. This left Reverend Dougherty the only White man in the whole country
mmmept 2 few government surveyors. With his Indian Interpreter, Peter
Semenmsky, they finished the house.

Soon after, Henry Schooleraft with his interpreter Robert Graverat and
Usaae Ceorge an Indian blacksmith, came to Elk Rapids in a small boat.
Mher looking the ground over, they decided 0ld Mission the best place to
Sseste. They were to be located at Bower's Harbor. Isaac George was left in
@ad Schoolceraft returned to Mackinac.39
aief Ahgosa of the 0ld Mission Band, with several of his tribe, informed
that they were not willing to join the Elk Rapids Tribes and offered
txsmsport Dougherty and his goods back to Old Mission if he would establish
mfssion there. Dougherty accepted the offer and was ferried back to Old
« School was immediately set up in the little bark wigwam that the
2ad furnished for his use .40

. I8 Mugust of that year (1839), the government records show that Henry

ft requested $200.00 from the War Department to build a schoolhouse
®e Indian Children at Dougherty's station. It was to be used to purchase
giess, shingles and other materials, and pay a carpenter wages,

the Presbyterian Board would furnish the timber and the laying it up
e form of squared logs. Schoolcraft said, 'h: had "no hesitation in

img this allowance."

Me pext year Schooleraft's brother, James, went to the area in May to
#m 2 smallpox epidemic. He tocok Dr. Rankin with him and had hoped
pewwent the scourge among the natives."

22 Bemry Schoolcrafi's annual report for September 1840, he said, "Under
st of Congress of 1839, for vaccination of Indians, $500 has been expended

{ia) the year for vaccine matter and vaccinating the bands at various

14




when the disease it is intended to neutralize, had appeared or was
- The appearance of smallpox, is at anytime, sufficient to create
in the Indian tribes, to whom it brings all the fears and when without
relief, all the fatal consequences of the plague. Their very name for
MS-MICK-KIZ-SE-WIN is a term of tm:r:m:."t‘2

Jmmes took this opportunity to report on the progress of the area,
Dougherty had erected the schoolhouse and the parents were anxious
Seir children be instructed and the children equally so to gain

43

Seary Schoolcraft, in his report in September of 1839, to the War Depart-
pointed out there was a "latent dislike and dissension between the

#mces who were so different in their leading traits, physical and in-
==the American Indian and the Teutonie and Celtic races."‘m

% said, that, "the Indians were unable to maintain themselves for any
of time by hunting and that it was impossible to shield the settlers
WL poiats from occasional outbreaks of personal vindication.“45
EEING DISCOVERED

#= reported in 1840, that "recent discoveries of the resources of the
ime saline waters, gypsum, bogare (bog-ore--an iron ore from marshy
» 8laty coal and shell marl, together with the pineries and the water
of its sctreams and the facilities of lake navigation, pointed out that
Smrritory South of the Straits was a highly and permanently valuable

of the state.'"®

- eatire Peninsula has been surveyed into townships up to the

of Michilimackinac and is in process of sub division and will all

to the general land office by the end of the year. 47

e entire emount for the two tribes aseembled at the Island this
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(1840) was $64,465.00 and $20,465 was applied to education, missions,

» tobacco, salt and agricultural implements, cattle, farmers,

» teachers and other objects to promote their civilizatiom. 842,000
meserved and paid at Grand River and the Sault. 48
"Te pay grounds served as so many centers of trade and barter and the

* wants were often supplied and his fancy and his appetite not less

¥y gratified, the ingenuity of the vendors to exhibit goods, wares
articies of mere luxury were quite common and the use of ardent spirits
their chief bane converting that which would be otherwise a season
ety and good humor into a gloomy and revolting scene of riot &nd¢ drunken=
Sallowed not infrequently by disease and sometimes denth.ég

"™Se facility which the Indians part with their money becomes the secret
#f their being advised to call on the agents of the government folr
Smds, and they become dupes of the artful and designing.”’

"Sucstion and the arts, cultivation of the land and raising stock cannot
@ppreciated by erratic hunters and warriors who still look to the
ad the war path for all that is glorious, and schoolhouses, and books
Secome as nothing in their estimation when they standiin the way of
e Fisk grm:i.fi.c-.m:mn..“51

BeSeelcraft felt their only hope was their removal west beyond the reach

@i s2id “"Permanently prosperous they camnot be, where they now are.

BAS STOLEN UPON THEM as it were, which they did not anticipate and

they are not prepared.sz

"M while comparatively few and feeble efforts are making for their
¥y the several agents to vhom the work is committed, a thousand causes

from the transference of a civilized population into the country
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they omce roved and reigned, are actually at work to depress and
them >3
EESIGNS IN 1841

Seheolcraft resigned in 1841, and went East to supervise the publicaticn
s docks.
#» was replaced by Robert Stuart, a former employee of Jchn Jacob Astor
Wi bad mamaged the Fur Company at Mackinac since 1819. He was also
S8 Mistory as becoming the first person to find the route from the
Sesam to St. Louis. that covld be utilized by the wagon trains
smetls the West, when he was sent their to establish the fur post at
b4 utor.y‘
Sesart retired from business about 1833, and served as State Treasurer
%= was sppointed Indian Agent the post he held until 1845,
e oo, vas familiar with the agency organization and established his
= Detroit and appointed Dz, Justin Rice to the Mackinac Agency. 53
D TRAVERSE AREA
Sesurning again to the Grand Traverse Area, several farmers had been
there by the Department. In April of 1844, Robert Stuart appointed
Prake of Birmingham, Michigan as United Ste‘ates Farmer which was
By the War Department. Drake was to instruct the Indians at the
Swwerse Station in the art of agrit‘culture. -
‘#ites necessary for the appointment were that he was of the same
party then in pover; that he be of the same religious faith as
to which he was appointed and that he was an American and
e sseld bandle the work assigned to him.
SREEE, U. S. PARMER

MElest Stuart wrote to T. Harley Crawford of the U. S. War Department,
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883, and said that he had tried to get all persons at the same

Lf practicable of one religious creed to keep hsrmny.57

IRSER ~-PROTESTANT

®rom Peter Dougherty's Diary, we find that Ebenezer Stoll, Pastor of

May 22, 1844, certified that Walter Drake was sn acceptable member
e Sechodist Episcopal Church on the Birmingham Clrcuit of the Michigan

« A gqualification nacsssary to his work at Grand Traverse.sa
QUALIFICATIONS

Mmemg the records from Nationmal Archives were petitions from friends
melgmbers in the Birmingham Area attesting to the fact that Drake "was
#% respectible moral and political character and integrity and a

B Siend of the Democratic party and that the undersigned had no doubt
¥ would discharge his duties there faithfully and to the satisfaction

o359

pulic

Weloer Drake's family was one of the colonial families of Americae-e
Thomas Drake came from England in 1653 or 1654, and settled in
Smssachusetts and later Windsor, Conmecticut. Two of Walter's

» Bobert Drake Sr., and Robert Drake Jr., had fought in the
';ar.60
Walser Drake was borﬁ in Easton, Massachusetts, during the'Preaidency of
Jeiferson, May 20, 1808«-176 years agoc today--he was the son of

s Susanah (Phillips) Drake.m'
e family moved to Orange County Vermont when he was three and whem he
%3 mother died. His father remarried shortly after.62

s father was a stone mason and farmer in Vermont and Walter worked

Wizh Ris father until he became 21, at which time he left home and
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EmE = work on the Chio and Chesapeake Canal.63

setwruiag to Shoreham, Vermont the next year, he joined his brother
MRtets Lz plamaing to come to Michigan Territory.éz‘

Sy travelled the northern cahalat Whitehall and afterwards the Erie
L. Sor Buffaslo and took passage on the steamer NIAGARA for Detroit and

Mt there October 11, 1830.%°

s then returmed to Detroit where he engaged in sailing and

.
s

-

MSer working in Detroit for a year, Walter returned to Southfield and
«20 acres and that year married Adaline Hunter, daughter of Elisha
Belsat (West) Hunter. The Hunter family had come to Michigan from

#ew Tork in 1820.

T OF WALTER DRAKE AS U. S. FARMER

Salter D-ake must have applied for the pssit;'mn as U, S, Farmer as the
. Bmempes regarding him in the National Archives is a letter to him
MaSest Stuart, written from Detroit April 8th, 1844 and addressed to
s Jrske, U, S. Indian Farmer, Mr. Stuart 1..fri1:«a-.s:68

Sezewith you will receive your appeintment as U. S. Indisn Farmer
W Treverse Bay, (situate about 70 miles SW of Mackinac) as the

S spring labors is now rapidly advancing, it is necessary that you
meuceed 23 soon as practicable to ycur station.

"W I have comversed with you at large, relative to your duties etec.,

P smmecessary now to enter into much detail-=your salary of $400 compre-
& compensation for your services.

-

= Se dwellings now erected for Farmer, cannot accommodate Mr.

£"s and your own family, you can make some additiom and get the care

19

Saiter Belped his brother establish a home in Southfield, Oaklamd County,




» Backssith, etc., to aid you, but there is no fund to pay money

Ser cam any debt be incurred om a/c of the Department.

"Shewld smy small disbursements be necessary you must meet them from

W priwate resources, and at the termination of your appointment, the
peuperty revert to the Govermment. For any little expense, you may
must po as an equivalent for rent, etc., as none is charged you.

" . Jewesport and yourself may as has been the practice heretofore raise
mgetables 2s you shall need in your family, but neither sell nor give

e schers, for all your produce, in strict justice, belongs to the

il all species of trade with them and having unnecessary dealings with
Smders; so as not to excite jealousies among them--you can safely
#iih the Revd. Mr. Dougherty, whenever advise shall be desirable, for

Slm & wise and good man, who has the interest of the Indians deeply

"M e mission and school are designed exclusively for the bemefit of
+» you can aid or exchange labor with them as may be deemed prudent,

&8 st to interfere with any immediate or urgent employment for the

"% Sepe that farmers and mechanics will live im harmony, and as brethren;
should be one-~-the welfare and prosperity of the Indianms.

M ' you are to labor for and with the Indians, your main object

s == zzach to labor, and take care of themselves, you are not to
memial, but instructor and guide; and I trust that the conduct and
feportment of each person employed by the departwment will be such

. sommend itself both to the Whites and Indians.
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"See zsm show this to Mr. Davenport and the Mechanics, as it concerns
#sase to call on Dr. Rice at Mackinac who acts there as Indian Agent,

e w . Surther advise, and probably be able to procure you a speedy

== your station.

"% mm respectfully Sir, Your Obt, Servant, Robert Stuart, Acting Supt.

- >

MEMER FAMTLY PREPARES FOR THE JOURNEY

Blses Drake and his wife were both 36 years old at the time of his

. They had four children, Cordelia, aged 11; Mary Ann,zged 8;

aged 3, and Melvin who had been born February of that year.ég

Pmpecretions for the journey began immediately. Adaline's parents,

® Wrother and his wife and Walter's father who had come i:o Michigan

s &2s soms, probably all helped the young family in their packing.
Shae the Bunters helped them financially is shown in the record of

% first pay given September 3, 1844, in favor of Mr. Hunter=--his pay

S suarter--to pay on a bond for a mortgage which would be forfeited

gt by the first of October. Dr. Rice who handled-the matter

"= sould be conferring a favor on him (Mr. Drake) if it could be

2 a3 to pay the monsy on the order."71

BT TESSELS TO MACKINAC

e smather determined the opening of navigation to the Upper Lakes

Saeseace made by Mr. Schooleraft in an entry of April 21, mentioned

lary that he "embraced the sailing of one of the earliest vessels

> Mackinac." So, we can assume that the boats were running

28 e sesson. It also mentioned at this time steamboats were leav=-

sther day so the transportation problem was settled. 72
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FEE SOUTEFIELD

Wagems were loaded with their "movables", at Southfield. It is

=at oxen were used to draw them. Their goods would have included
goods, probably a stove, bedding and linens, clothes for the

Sso¢ o tide them over until harvest, and seeds for planting. At
an, beef, hogs and chickens were provided. Oxen and farming uten=
Selsmgize to the department were there to work the fields.

3= s mere than probable that both Walter's brother and family and

% pareats took them by wagons to Detroit where they bid them goodbye.
mstwiag at Detroit, Walter undoubtedly reported to Mr. Stuart and help
iz making arrangements for the steamer. The steamer MICHIGAN,
sest oftem mentioned in these accounts, as taking military and
spwlies, troops, government officials and visitors, may have been
ey sailed on.

20 MACKXTINAC ISLAND

S Ssmily probably stayed in a boarding house in Detroit for the night
#2» sarly to board the steamer which had arrived from Buffalo the
Smlure. Passage was secured and the goods placed on board. As "time
waited for no man," they took off with a parting signal which a
e, swungz out from on high, and the magniiicent" vessel, with flags
§ “se< over the waters with an easy stately motion . . . The trip

two full days and a night.

. e descriptions of the trip at the time it is said the beat "passed
s besutiful green island formerly called '"Snake"-=later known
tale (mamed after Covernor Cass' daughter).73

- "Mbews ome o'clock they entered the River St. Clair . . . the shores on

#&e . . . bounded always by the forest ., . . broken into bays and
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enle promcmtories and diversified islamds.

"esse: of the Conadians and Indian canoces and schooners with

s melisived the green mass of foliage which bounded them. Isclated
ams groups of Indien lodges and several clearings and some
s rising villages were to be seen on the shores."’%
X"

Smat stopped at intermediate landings and wmoored at a place called
Lmiing for the purpose of taking in wood for the voyage. It was
Shet two hours were necessary, but they were detained four hours
W% s were employed to fling the logs into the wood hold .75

e satrance of River St, Clair, the Americans had a fort and a
Cratiot, and a lighthouse which was passed in the night.

B sewex the next morning, they had advanced about 100 miles into Lake
soom after entered Saginaw Bay where sight of land was lost for
time. There was another lighthouse on a little Island in Thunder
e terrific solitude could mot be imagined than that of the keeper
Jsmey tower among rocks and tempests and savages.m
M EACXINAC ISLAND

s=xt sorning at earliest dawn the family was awakened by the unusual
sowement on board. It was soon apparent they had arrived at

amf the Captain was anxious to proceed on his voyage and was hurry=-
and luggage off the boat. 77

wessel was lying in a tiny bay, crescent shaped. On the East the
Wity was flushed with a deep amber glow, flecked with softest shades
m . . . on the opposite side of the heavens hung the moon . . .

sway before the splendor of the rising day. 78

23




e sighe of the island rising out of the water like the fairyland

W Dafisas comsidered it, was not exagerated.

Me #rs. Steele's description in & "Summer Journey in the West,"

in T80, we have the description of the Island:

"I S foot of the bluff were étrewed the buildings of the town. Among
smepicscous of these were, the Agency House and Gardens, residence
Sewlcraft) Dr. Rice, Indian Agent and the church and mission house.
e desch were several Indian wigwams, numerous bark canoes, coming and
- - ‘in Inited States Fort was in the distance and high above the
Mstag the block house and the pretty balconied residences of the

: stars and stripes waving over them. The booming of a cannon was
® salate iz homor of the day.

e Dadisms who were encamped along the beaches were bestirringithem-
e — busied themselves about their children, or making fires
s posnding Indian corn in a primitive sort of mortar."

Seakes burried from the steamer on to a little wooden pier and were
%2 s imm or boarding house, kept by a half cast Indian woman

#ll sat down to an excellent breakfast of white fish, rich

s, tma, coffee and homemade bread. Breakfast was finished by

i then they walked along the beach and observed the Indians until
Seur arrived for Mr. Drake to present himself at the Agency.

AT

Island was one of the busiest places in the worlde-during the
W sewigation--all the Detroit and Chicago steamers stopped there.

the place was entirely ice bound . . .79
Martineaux, visiting the island the last days of June, 1837,

‘alsmd is chiefly known as the principal station of the Great
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Mexr Trade. Others know it as the seat of an Indian Mission.
#gaiz a8 & frontier garrison. It is known to me as the wildest and
Plece of beauty that I have yet seen on God's earth. It is a
S, nize miles in circumference, being in the Strait between the
Sis=Sigss sod Buron and between the coasts of Michigan and Wisconsin."
WEm. Soeele described the scene in her book "A Summer Journey in the
" weittes in 1840, when she '"watched Indians landing and taking down
Wi se#il, haule a birch bark cance about 20 feet long upon the

% « . mrect their lodges . . a few poles placed in a circle, one
=S stood in the earth and the other met at the top . . . with
mums=tag folded around these leaving an opening for the door over
My @ blanket. Matting was spread on the floor inside and the

e moweables were placed inside and the canoce was drawn up

f=was of the women was a cotton shirt, cloth leggins and a dark

» Becklaces, silver armlets and silver earrings. The dress of
Was wery various, cotton shirts, blue or scarlett ieggins and deer
and blanket coat was the most general. The faces of several
iy painted.

weTe rich wigwams and poor wigwams. Whole familes ragged, meagre
s others, gay with dress and ornaments, fat and wellefavoured.
Wisles these were beings quite distinct.

or dismantling their lodges took perhaps a half an hour and

~iag their wigwams the poles of the wigwams were placed on the

W e camoes, then mats and bundles placed on' top of them, serving
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¥ IR. JUSTIN RICE, U. S. INDIAN AGENT

A8 s'clock, Mr. Drake ventured to call on Dr. Rice to report

of himself and family. Also, to receive instructions and make
Sor transportation to Grand Traverse.

om of the buildings of the United States Agency at that time
22 e story by Constance Fenimore Woolsen:

Mgemcy was 2 quaint, picturesque old place, stretching back from
Simestome road that bordered the little port, its overgrown garden
#» a2 amcient stockade ten feet in height, with a massive slow-
et ia fromt.

#tscksde surrounding the place was not 2n unnecegsary defence. At
o smmuity payments the Island swarr_.ned with Indiaps who came from
#nd the Northwest to receive the Government pittance. Cgmped
@8 far as the eye could reach, these wild warriors, dressed

Sewmpe finery, watched the Agency with greedy eyes as they waited

emae gate wvas barred, and sentinels stood at the loop=holes with
; one by one the chiefs were admitted, stalked up to the
= wisg on the right, and received the allotted sum, silently
sumething from the displayed goods, and as silently departed,
B guick eyes, until the great gate closed behind him.,

gms of the Fort were placed so as to command the agency during

S, and wvhen, after several anxious, watchful days and nights,

lewving only the comparatively peaceful mainland Indians behind,

drew a2 long breath of relief.
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S Ssuse was large on the ground, with wings and various additions
NS am LF st ramdom; on each side and behind were rough outside chimneys
i = wall; om the roof over the central part, dormer-windows showed

M sty @nd here and there at irregular intervals were outside

Wiasws bad wooden shutters fastemed back with irons shaped like
"™ = o= the central door was a brass knocker, and a plate

e smeds, “UNITED STATES AGENCY." The house was painted green

*erw seites of rooms, large and small showing traces of workman=
&r sech 2 remote locality, the ceilings . . . decorated with
MBS She doers ornamented with scroll-work, and two large apartments
We =f he estrance hall possessed chimmey pieces and chandeliers.
# Siias stairvey that went up into a kind of dark well . . .

W candelsbra on its high mantels, brass andirons on its many
sextaiss for all its little windows and carpets for all its
petated floors. Much cooking went on, and smcke curled up from
WEEalse chximmeys when there was much entertainment going omn .
SESScers of ;the little Fort on the height, the chief factors of
Wmmpemy snd the U. S. Indian Agent, formed the feudal aristocracy

» Sat the Agent had the most imposing mansion and often the

WS shisisg with lights its whole broadside of windows and gay
sty of 2 dogzen French violinms.

pten--was the pride of the Island., Its prim arbors, its spring
Sowse, its flower beds, where with infinite pains, a few hardy
“nSwced to blossom; its cherry tree avenue whose early red fruit

Smmer could scarcely ripen; its annual attempts at vegetables,
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sswer came to maturitye--formed topics for conversation in court circles.
"Secatoes then were left to the wainland Irndians, who came over with
smmoes heaped with fine, large, thin-jacketed fellows, bartering them
S 2 loaf or two of bread and a little whiskey.

"Wew could see from the Agency at nighte-the lights of the vessels in
steady radiance of the lighhouse at Bois Blamc showing the
Lake Burone-the garden cut the view of the village, but overhead
see the lighted windows of the Fort.

SLAEADY INPORMED OF THE ARRIVAL OF THE DRAKES

3. Bice had already been informed of the arrival of Mr. Drake and his
e preparations were made to store their goods until their departure
Traverse. Mr. Stuart had previously made arrangements for rooms
wmilable at the agency for himself and other government officials and
4s mo doubt that the Drakes were invited to partake of the hospitality
Sector's home.

Bice had a large family and a few more children probably were mno
e visitors were welcome in that morthern isolated area after the

g#nd the latest news from Detroit and Mi. Stuart were most

#= inventory of the Agency at Mackinac in 1.8(\‘.")!“:l we find that

#= Agency house, barn and premises and a dormitory building, black-
carpenter shops. The dormitory was a large building used as a

for Indian supplies and where they received their annuities. Arrange-
also there for them to sleep and cook their meals. It also

s = infirmary.

affice of the agency was furnished with a couple of office tables--
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6ne with pigeon holes, a desk with an ink stand and sand box, an iron safe,
three chairs and ten office benches, files of bonds, letters, and records,
five Indien flags, 12 pounds of sewing thread, a pile of brick, tent and
poles, a cance, poles and paddles, a cart, a log chain, a saw, jointers,
and jack plane and thirty cords of wood for use at the dormitory.s1

At the time the inventory was made by R. Rice, he wrote to Mr. Stuart
saying, "I think on the whole the plan of the Government is the only one

that can save a fast sinking race from utter oblivion."

This gives us an
idea that Dr. Rice was a kindly person and conscientious about his
.obligations.

_FIRST PROTESTANT MISSION IN THE GRAND TRAVERSE REGION

No doubt Dr. Rice in his conversation with Walter Drake, told him
a lot about the Grand Traverse area which can be reconstructed from Miss
Cracker's description:

"Tribes of the Algonquin family lived im the region bordering Grand
Traverse Bay. They were Ottawas and Chippewas. The Ottawas came from
Canada, East of Lake Huron as far as their trails cam be traced. The
Ottawas were small in stature but expert in warfare. They were short, with
broad shoulders and strong muscles. They were also a very intelligent tribe.

They loved gaudy blankets. The customs, language and traditions of the
Ottawas, Chippewas and Pottawatomies were very similar. In fact, these
three formed the council known as "Three Fires' signifying friendship.”
EMBLEMS OF THE TRIBES

“The Ottawa emblem was the black bear; the Chippewas the seagull,
and the Pottawatomies the beaver.

"The Catholic faith was re-established in Emmet County by Fr. Framcis

Bodin in 1825, the Ottawas were living in aboriginal state of enjoyment.
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It was described by Blackbird as the "Colden Age of Arbre Croche," as the
region was generally referred to.

"The Indians enjoyed physical comforts. Along the shores of Arbre
Croche, they found abundance of wild things growing, strawberries, rasp-
berries and blackberries in great quantity. Blackbird said they were so
abundant they perfumed the air all along the coast, when the season was at
its height.

"Wild pigeons swarmed in clouds. I'assenger pigeons migrated over Lake
Michigan«=the Bed men caught many Mackinaw trout by hook and line. The
white fish were plentiful and great quantities were scooped up into their
nets with little effort.

"In the fall of 1841, there were five buildings at this mission aside
from Indian wigwamse=the scﬁoohouse and all the houses except Mr. Dougherty's
were built of logs covered with cedar bark. Their Chief was Ahgosa--
the flying hawk.

According to a progress report October 28, 1842, written by
Robert Stuart82, to T, Hartley Crawford of the War Department: '"the two
bands of Ottawas at L'Arbre Croche and Grand Traverse are as a body making
most gratifylng progress in the arts of civilization=-much credit is due to
the missionaries and school teachers for their untiring zeal and efforts to
promote both their temporal and spiritual welfare=-I tuke pleasure also in
reperting the good conduct of the Government Farmers and Mechanies now
employed==great emulation has lately sprung up among the Indians as to who
shall have the best house, furniture, farm, etc. They are also procuring

cattle, hogs, and poultry, in short their condition is being improved rapidly

as any tribe in this region.”
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U. S. FARMER'S REPORT, January 31, 1842 from Grand Traverse

Joseph

Joseph Dame was the farmer who held the post previous to Walter Drake.
From his report of January 31, 1842, he gives a description of the con=-
ditions at the Grand Traverse Station as far as the farmer was concerned.

He reported that he couldn't rent a house so built on an addition to
the one he occupied-=-this was the blacksmith's house which was 11x24 feet
with one room and two small bedrooms. The addition was 15 feet long by
22 feet wide. Reverend Dougherty had helped him raise it and gave him
lumber and cedar bark for the house and barn. Mr. Johnson, the carpenter
at the station, had given him planks and by re-arranging the lumber he
was able to finish off a bedroom and pantry.

He made shingles for the roof, but had boards only for half the floor.
But==-he had a good rocf, He had painted the front--and in all was quite
comfortable. Im addition to the house was a log barn and a coal house
which belonged to the smith shop.

He reported he had hauled produce and logs, had plowed for the Indiams,
Dougherty ahd himself; had planted oats, pease /sic/, and potatoes, repaired
rail fences (150 rails) and fenced a lot for hay pasture. The Indians had
30 hogs and pigs which got into the gardens and destroyed half of the potatoes
and corn, but he had replanted the potatoes,. He had hawled logs for the
Indians to build houses.

A temperance society had been formed and no drunkenm Indians had been
around since==they were building houses and living like the White people.
There were about 27 families and sometires they all wanted their work done
at the same time and if they couldn't have it done when they wanted ite-
they wouldn't have it done at all,

Doors and sash and window lights were ordered from Mackinac. Other
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supplies sent to Grand Traverse from Mackinac were barrels of pork, flour
and salt, bushels of corn and pounds of tobacco.

From Mr. Dougherty's report at this time there were 36 Indian children,
four French and one mixed blood attending the school. They were different
ages and sex. School was kept open from October until March excepting one
week the last of December.

On the first of March the families all removed to their sugar camps
and the school was necessarily suspended until their return.

Irregularity of the attendance was a great drawback but the confinement
and restraints of the schoolroom were irksome to those who had been accus-
tomed to rove unrestrained. The children were left very much to their own
will of attendance and the precarious mode of subsisting, much on fishing
and hunting, the older boys were frequently called away from school to help.

Reverent Dougherty reported they had fairly commenced a village and had
laid out a street and had erected several substantial log houses. What
had retarded them was the uncertainty of their location and they had ex-
pressed themselves as being strongly desirous of remaining and making it
their home by purchase, if they couldn't secure them otherwise.

Saveral of them had their houses up but were at astandstill not having
tools and not knowing how to make window sash and doors and they looked to
the minister for aid which was given as other duties allowed.

TIME TO GO ON TO GRAND TRAVERSE

Dr. Rice procured passage for the Drakes on a schooner or canoe.
Records show the cost of this trip was $20.0085, quite a sum for that time.
In fact, one farmer, Mr. Carrier, turned the job down because of the ex=

pense involved.
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Arriving at Grand Traverse the usual procedure was to unload the goods
on the beach and all the people of the village came down to greet the
arrival of the boat. The whole population helped them to get their
belongings to their house.

The first report that Mr. Drake sent from Grand Traverse was dated

May 12, 1844.36

Dr. Rice had instructed him to send a report of the con=
dition of the cattle and also ''what had best to be done with them &c. and
in reply to it I would inform you that the cattle as I can judge must be
at least 14 years old. They have been strained some time by hard usage.
They are now very poor and thin and in no condition to do the work that
we have to do with them."

He then suggested they be bled and turned out to grass as soon as
they could be replaced. He also said that by fall they would “"make very
tolerable beef'and that aa fair price could be received. He suggested
that they get two yoke of cattle, stout heavy yoke, well broke and not
unruly or bad about breaking fences which caused trouble to the Indian
fields.

He also mentioned that they had to draw logs and aaw their lumber as
there was none to be purchased. They hired scme help about sawing and
asked that they send a few boards as the Indian work was pressing and
they didn't have time for sawing. They also exchanged work with the
mission in order to use their oxen. °0

His second report dated September 30th, 184487, said that the house
was shared with the assistant farmer and that it was too small for two
families to live in and it was necessary to make an addition, which he

did, of 12x21 feet.

He continued the work carried on by the farmer who had preceded him

33




and reported he had hawled 378 logs for the Indians to build with and 35
loads of produce from their fields-«some corn and some bark to cover their
houses and two canoes which they had built in the woods.

They had spent three weeks locking for hay and cutting it and succeeded
in getting four tone. They had toc go 15 miles to cuti'it, as there was none
nearer and with the corn and ocats which they had reaped, they would be
able to winter the oxen.

He reported the Indians were improving themselves and needed more
ploughing and teaming done. The cart they had, needed mending and it would
be necessary tc have new wheels for it. He said they would need two bushels
of Timothy Grass seed to seed down in the fall and suggested they might obtain
some good cattle in the neighbourhood of Birmingham, where he had resided
==3 Mr. Hunter would be able to supply them as cheap as they could get
anywhere (Mr. Hunter was his father-in-law).

REPORT OF WALTER DRAKE FOR March 28, 184500

Report of the spring work was dated March 28, 1845, in addition to
166 loads drawn for the Indians they had drawn timber for two boats and
eight troughs for storing sap. They had moved the families to the sugar
camp and in some cases where they had been sick or disabled,had assisted
in their sugar making.

They had drawn six loads of coal for Ehe blacksmith and spent ten
days in getting hay for the cattle.

It had been the custom previously to attend to each call of the
different Indians for fire wood as each one wanted it and much time was
spent to little purpose in going from one place to the other and Mr. Drake
had made a proposal in the fall, that if they would all turn out and get

their winter supply of wood, that he and his assistant would help them get
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it ip and after that, he and his assistant would have work of their own
which they could get done.

In this report, he said, he had tried to accomplish the object for which
he was sent among them "to work with them, teach them farming to the best
advantage, and not to indulge them in idleness by doing their work for
them."

As there was no barn he had commenced to frame one=-28x34 feet--and
had most of the timber hewed and drawn to the spot. He had made 10,000
shingles for the room and thought the barn was very necessary to the farme
ing department as considerable hay and fodder had been lost or destroyed
by standing out during the winter.

The farming tools were going to decay by being exposed to the weather
and there was no place to thrash the oats. He thought, that by putting
up the barn during the spring, it would be ready to put the hay and fodder
in the next summer.

He needed boards and planks to finish it off and suggested the Manistee
mill as being the nearest place. However, a letter from Mr. Stuart from

Detroit April 22, 1845,%7

said the request could not be complied withe==he
should have built his barm so as to fill in with logs and clay.
ROBERT STUART SUCCEEDED BY WILLIAM A. RICHMOND

Stuart was succeeded by William A. Richmond of Grand Rapids, May 3, 1845
which necessitated Mr. Drake to obtain petitions from his friends and
neighbors in Birmingham to continue his work at Crand Traverse. Two
petitions " are among the records, and he was retained under the new
administration.
ITEMS BROUGHT BY TRADER INTO GRAND TRAVERSE

After Mr. Dame left the station as farmer, he engaged in trading and

it is interesting to nmote the items which he brought on his boat to sell
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at Grand Traverse.91

Barrels of pork, lard, flour, kegs of tobacco,

powder and bags of shot. A box of tea, two dozen bottles of castor oil and
two boxes of soap, two dozen candles and two dozen stove pipe.

DR. RICE REPORTS

Dr. Rice reported from Mackinac July 11, 1845, that he had received
reports of the farmer, blacksmith, and carpenter at Fhe station of Grand
Traverse Bay for the second quarter of 1845. Also report of the Reverend
P. Dougherty, missionary at the same place; all of which he had enclosed.
He gave as the reason for not sending them earlier that there had been no
opportunity to send them from this place.

A footnote from Dr. Rice said: "I think you will find all these
reports full of interest, in regards other progress of improvement among
the Indians"~=and of course these reports were not included in the records.

An order for materials from the carpenter shop at Grand Traverse
Bay in 184593 is interesting as to the items ordered=-besides boards,
planks, nails, screws, two dozen table hinges, they ordered 20 gallons of
Venetian red, 3 gallons of paint oil, 1 gallon of terpentine, 1 yoke of
cattle for the farming department-=$85 to $90, 1 pair Wheels, $22.00; 1
plough $8.50, 1 cradle scythe $2.50 and two grass scythes at $1.00 each.

B y December of that year the assistant blacksmith at Grand Traverse
was an Indian by the name of Ah-Ka-0-Say.

Mr. V. H, Stevens wrote to Mr. Wm. A. Richmond at the Detroit Agency

January 1846,

and said that the Chief at Grand Traverse wanted his young
men to learn the carpenter trade~-no pay but to learn. The Chilef was
dissatisfied with Mr. Dougherty as he kept reporting them getting drunk to

the Department. By February Chief Ah go sah, wrote that he was well satis-
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fied with persons sent to help them that the Indians were busy putting up
houses on the land selected by him-Re She go way--and that five or six were

already built awe : and that they were trying to

get timber for more and that they would have five or six more done during
the winter and spring.

Ah go sah also said that there was very little ice on the Lake and
that the crossing to the mainland had been almost impossible==-that the Lake
was free of ice and there was mnothing to prevent a steamboat from coming to
their wharves and that the oxen could be shipped from Detroit. There
was much sickness that winter and the Indians prophisied war--they said
they had had a similar winter the year before the last war.

By December of the year 1846 5 Chief Ah gos ah, wrote to Mr. Stevens,
Acting Indian Agent at Detrcit, ssying they had no assistant farmer and
wanted him to know the type of man they wanted. They were having difficulty
making themselves understood by the present farmer--Mr. Drake--as he was
not acquainted with their language. They wanted someone appointed who
ould converse with them and whose instructions they could understand. They
suggested John Campbell, an interpreter with whom they were well acquainted
and who could speak their language very readily and would have been brought
up to farming and in every way a suitable person for the sittiation /sic/
and that they would be pleased to have him appointed.

At this same time there was another report from Walter Drake who
sent his statement of work done ending December 31 (1846)96.

There had been 176 loads of corn, potatoazs and 27 logs drawn for the
Indians. Twenty-two cords of wood drawn for the blacksmith to make coal.

He had drawn stone and underpinned the barn and laid the floor and made
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stalls for the cattle and some time was spent in drawing fodder for the
cattle==as there was no team in the Mission.

He also drew stone to underpin the schoolhouse and some tiwber for
them. As he had been alone that quarter he was unable to accomplish as much
work as usual but he had endeavored to have the Indians do their own work
as much as possible. They were not able to help with their horses much
for the want of carts to work them in.

WALTER DRAKE RESIGNS

On June 2lst, 1847 97, the next record regarding Mr. Drake is his
resignation, in a letter written by Alvan Coe, who was taking care of the
mission while Mr. Dougherty and his family had gone East. They were to
return in August., Mr. Coe reported that: Mr. Drake, the farmer there,
had informed him that he had sent in hig resignation and that he recommended
John Thomas of Vermon, Greenhull County, Ohio. as replacement. He ended
by saying: 'May God Bless your efforts to do the Indians good."

Walter Drake's resignation was submitted June 30, 184798 as farmer
for the Ottawa Indians at Grand Traverse Station in Michigan. He placed the
following property belonging to the Department in the care and custody of
Robert Campbell, Carpenter at the station, to be delivered to Mr. Richmond:
2 yoke oxen, 2 yokes, 3 chains, 2 ploughs, 1 cart, 11 pairs of wheels, 1
cradle, 2 grass scythes, 2 scythes, 2 rakes, 2 hay forks, an ax, 2 augers,

2 adz, 1 spade, 1 shovel, 1 cross cut saw, 1 wood saw, 1 sled, 1 iron
wedge, 1 with wings, 1 broad ax, 1 drag, 13 teeth.
RETURNING TO SOUTHFIELD, CAKLAND COUNTY, MICHIGAN

The Drake family returned much the same as they had come, they loaded
their goods on the schooner for Mackinac Island, changing there for the
steamer for Detroit,
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The steamer bore them southward and looking back toward the Island they
could distinguish the old Agency im its whole rambling length. Eventually
the roof of the piazza became lost, then the dormer-windows, and finally
only the white chimneys with their crooked tops. The sun sank into the
Strait . . . the evening gun flashed from the little Fort on the height,
the shadows grew darker and darker, the Island turned into green foliage,
then a blue outline, and finally there was nothing but the dusky waters.

AN INDIAN MESSAGE OF THE TIMES HINTING THE CHANGESQ9
« « .but we can see clear sky beneath the lowering cloud . . . we have long
since burried deep the Tomahawk and desire to cultivate the arts of peace,

to become citizens, to procure for each of us a piece of land and to

continue in this the land of our youth and the graves of our Pathers,

Walter Drake and his family returned to Oakland County. His daughter
Cordelia was married in Birmingham in 1859, to Hiram Lucius Lewis Jr.,
a young New Yorker who had come to Michigan from Malone, New York in 1850.100

Walter Drake and his family want to Cenesee County in 1860 and resided
for five years and then to Owosso where he remained for five years until
in 1870, he purchased 160 acres in Rush Township, Shiawassee County, Michigan
where he reaidéd the remainder of his life. s

His wife Adaline died, August 22, 1881 and Walter Drake died May 5, 1903,
at the age of 95. They are buried in Mt. Hope Cemetery, four miles North
of Owosso, on }1-4?.102

Born during the Presidency of Thomas Jefferson and dieing under the
Presidency of Theodore Roosevelt, what a span of exciting years this man

Drake was a wituness to. Tracing the life of Walter Drake, my greate-great

grandfather opened up a truly exciting story which these records have revealed.
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